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CBD plan meets opposition
■ Jarrod Lucas
A $10 million project to redevelop
Kalgoorlie’s central business district is facing fresh opposition
amid a looming deadline for Federal Government funding.
The Kalgoorlie City Centre Revitalisation project includes a proposal to restrict traffic on Hannan
Street to one lane in each direction
between Wilson and Maritana
streets.
The initial scope of the threestage project will upgrade the
council-owned endowment block,
which runs from the Kalgoorlie
Town Hall to St Barbara’s Square,

along with the Coles and Kmart
precinct.
City councillor Natalie Coxon
led the latest push to delay the
works at Monday’s ordinary council meeting, winning support from
fellow councillors Suzie Williams
and Deborah Botica.
“I am against the CBD redevelopment, the budget has blown out
and I am not sure we’ve given it due
consideration with regards to the
total design … to the point has
anyone thought about the St Barbara’s parade if we take the lanes
in Hannan Street down from four
to two?” Cr Coxon said.
“I reckon it needs to go back to

the drawing board so we can reassess it.
“I also think the consultation
with the community and stakeholders, shops in Hannan Street,
was not done as well as I would
have liked.”
The City of Kalgoorlie-Boulder
intends to fund $2 million of the
initial $10 million for the redevelopment, but the total costs could
be twice that much.
The Goldfields-Esperance Development Commission has backed
the project by approving the City’s
application for $8 million in Royalties for Regions funding, which remains under consideration.

Aboriginal art on world stage
Works by Tjukurla woman Nyarapayi Giles, from the
remote north-eastern Goldfields, will form part of
an Aboriginal art exhibition in Germany.
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“There is definitely something
that needs to be done in Hannan
Street, but I don’t think it’s anything we need to rush into,” Cr Botica said.
The City also faces a March 15
deadline for the Federal Government’s National Stronger Regions
Fund, where it will be seeking the
maximum amount available of up
to $10 million.
Mayor John Bowler indicated a
special meeting of the council is
likely to be called to progress the
application because the next ordinary meeting is scheduled for
March 14.
“The Federal funding could be in

jeopardy so we need to move rather
expeditiously,” he said.
Deputy Mayor Allan Pendal said
the City could afford a delay but
not a mistake.
“There seems to be some opposition around the table about the one
lane, but that has been mooted for
some years and been discussed,”
he said.
“But having said that, this is
probably the most significant
change that we’re going to make to
our CBD historically … and for a
project of around $10 million we
need to get it right.
“If it misses this round of funding, then so be it.”

